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PRESS NOTE 
 

LEONARDO AND INTERMOUNTAIN HEALTH ANNOUNCE MILESTONE 
ACQUISITIONS AT THE AIR MEDICAL TRANSPORT CONFERENCE IN SALT 
LAKE CITY 
 

Salt Lake City, UT, 5 November 2024– At this year's Air Medical Transport Conference (AMTC), 
Leonardo and Intermountain Health, Utah's largest healthcare system and a pioneer in innovative 
healthcare solutions, announced two significant milestones, Intermountain’ s lease of the first AW109 
GrandNew Enhanced Training Device Virtual Extended Reality (ETD VxR) to a customer and the 
acquisition of an AW109 GrandNew twin-engine helicopter. 
 
The lease of the AW109 GrandNew VxR Simulator signifies a crucial step toward transforming 
Intermountain Health's EMS helicopter flight training and safety protocols. Also, this milestone highlights 
the first VxR to be signed by a Leonardo longstanding customer. This cutting-edge synthetic training 
device provides dynamic, immersive training scenarios that replicating real-life emergencies, empowering 
EMS professionals to sharpen their skills in a safe, controlled environment. This enhancement in training 
will boost their readiness, response times, and safety in critical situations, instilling confidence in their 
quality of care. 
 
“We are a big believer in the value of simulator use in training. Intermountain Health is heavily invested 
in our low-level IFR structure for helicopters,” said Jared Thompson, Senior Director of Aviation 
Operations for Intermountain. “This simulator will allow our pilots constant exposure to the demanding 
IFR environment, while reducing blade time and associated costs of using an actual aircraft. We are 
extremely excited about pioneering the amazing technology of the VxR simulator.” 
 
The ETD VxR benefits from Leonardo's unique capabilities in designing and developing simulators and 
mission support solutions to best meet the needs of operators. The ETD VxR technology has been 
designed and built with native helicopter data for the highest level of fidelity, leveraging superior design 
and certification capabilities and genuine flight tests to allows the future virtual and extended reality 
simulators and comply with FTD lev. 7 FAA requirements. The ETD VxR features a compact footprint to 
support single-engine (VFR and IFR) and light-twin-engine helicopters, ensuring accurate pilot's 
perception of the surroundings for single-pilot flight operations, improving training effectiveness and 
safety, and allowing the crew to train on the same mission through interconnected simulators at a cost-
effective price point. 
 
In addition to this significant training advancement, Intermountain also announced its acquisition of the 
AW109 GrandNew helicopter. This versatile aircraft is renowned for its performance standards and ability 
to meet the demands of air medical transport. The inclusion of the AW109 GrandNew into Intermountain’ 
s fleet marks a pivotal step in the continuous improvement of patient care by ensuring timely and efficient 
transport for critical cases across the region. Intermountain Health currently operates six (6) AW109 
GrandNew and is Utah's only IFR EMS operator with low-level IFR infrastructure and proprietary heliport 
approach procedures. 
 
Leonardo's commitment to innovation in medical transport technologies aligns perfectly with 
Intermountain Health's mission to deliver outstanding patient care. "We are excited to support 
Intermountain Health in their initiative to enhance EMS through advanced virtual reality technology and 
efficient transportation that the state-of-the-art AW109 GrandNew will provide," said Clyde Woltman, CEO 
of Leonardo Helicopters US. "This collaboration emphasizes our dedication to enhancing emergency 
response capabilities and flight safety across the healthcare sector." 
 
As the industry continues to embrace technologically advanced solutions, introducing the AW109 
GrandNew VxR Simulator and the addition of the AW109 GrandNew will enhance efficacy and 
significantly improve transportation outcomes across diverse communities for Intermountain.  
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Leonardo is an international industrial group, among the main global companies in Aerospace, Defense, and Security (AD&S). With 53,000 employees worldwide, 
the company approaches global security through the Helicopters, Electronics, Aircraft, Cyber & Security and Space sectors, and is a partner on the most important 
international programs, within these sectors, such as Eurofighter, NH-90, FREMM, GCAP, and Eurodrone. Leonardo has significant production capabilities in 
Italy, the UK, Poland, and the USA. Leonardo utilizes its subsidiaries, joint ventures, and shareholdings, which include Leonardo DRS (72.3%), MBDA (25%), 
ATR (50% ), Hensoldt (22.8%), Telespazio (67%), Thales Alenia Space (33%), and Avio (29.6%). Listed on the Milan Stock Exchange (LDO), in 2023 Leonardo 
recorded new orders for €17.9 billion, with an order book of €39.5 billion and consolidated revenues of €15.3 billion. included in the MIB ESG index, the company 
has also been part of the Dow Jones Sustainability Indices (DJSI) since 2010. 
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